
If Not Now When community woodland

RED Ogham Trail 
Learning the trees and plants of the woodland

The Ogham is an ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 symbols, each 
named after a tree or plant growing in the UK.  These symbols 
can be found carved on hundreds of standing stones in Britain and 
Ireland, dating from nearly 2000 years ago.  It was not a spoken 
language but rather a secret code, each symbol having a different 
meaning and idea. 

The If Not Now When wood has examples of the Ogham 
trees and plants and you can learn them all with our FOUR 
trails.

This is the RED trail where you learn to identify 5 of them. 

Using the information on the 
back of this trail, find and identify 
the 5 trees or plants marked on 
the map. Each will have its own 
Ogham symbol near to it.

Write the tree or plants name 
below and draw the Ogham 
symbol. 

Dunloe Ogham Stones, 
Beaufort, Co. Kerry, Ireland 
(Photo: Robert Linsdell)
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The silver birch with its white trunk is one of the easiest trees to identify.

Known as “the paper tree”, birch bark was used to create parchment in 
ancient times. People have also used it to make canoes, shoes, tents, wigwams 
and rooves. It’s also a really good tinder to start a fire,  it even lights when 
damp. 

Hazel trees are one of the first to bring us the signs of spring with their golden 
yellow lamb’s tail catkins, often appearing as early as January.  

They often grow as a clumps of slender trunks, making it a favourite for staffs and 
walking sticks. 

Hazel has been valued for its nuts by animals and humans. There are different 
varieties inlcuding cobnuts, which are often sold fresh rather than dried. 

Gorse is really a bush rather than a tree. Its leaves are spikey and sharp and its bright 
yellow flowers smell like coconut. 

The Winnie the Pooh tales have lots of references to nature but few are referred to 
as often as the gorse bush and is often associated with difficult or troublesome 
situations. It’s introduced in the first chapter when Pooh falls out of a tree and lands 
in a big thorny bush and concludes ‘It all comes of liking honey too much.’

The yew tree is one of the longest lived trees in this country. The oldest 
yew in Britain is somewhere between 2,000 and 3,000 years old.  Yew trees 
are very common in churchyards and many of the trees are older than the 
churches themselves. 

Yew wood is really tough and springy which makes it a good choice to make 
longbows. Longbows were are an effective weapon used in the 15th and 16th 
centuries particulary in the Battle of Agincourt.

Yew

Ivy
Ivy is an evergreen, woody climber. Its stems has specialised hairs or little fingers 
which help it stick to surfaces as it climbs. 

As it flowers from August to early December, ivy provides a valuable source of 
food for insects and birds preparing for hibernation. 

Traditionally ivy is a symbol of love and friendship, and is often found in wedding 
bouquets. Perhaps this is due to how it climbs and binds two branches or trees 
together.

Birch

Gorse

Hazel


