
If Not Now When community woodland

GREEN Ogham Trail
Learning the trees and plants of the woodland

The Ogham is an ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 symbols, each 
named after a tree or plant growing in the UK.  These symbols 
can be found carved on hundreds of standing stones in Britain and 
Ireland, dating from nearly 2000 years ago.  It was not a spoken 
language but rather a secret code, each symbol having a different 
meaning and idea. 

The If Not Now When wood has examples of the Ogham 
trees and plants and you can learn them all with our FOUR 
trails.

This is the GREEN trail where you learn to identify 5 of 
them. 

Using the information on the 
back of this trail, find and identify 
the 5 trees or plants marked on 
the map. Each will have its own 
Ogham symbol near to it.

Write the tree or plants name 
below and draw the Ogham 
symbol. 

Dunloe Ogham Stones, 
Beaufort, Co. Kerry, 
Ireland (Photo: Robert 
Linsdell)
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The Ash tree’s flowers turn into winged fruits, or ‘keys’, in late summer. They 
hang on the branches like bunches of keys throughout autumn and winter.
You can identify ash in the winter by its black velvety leaf buds.

Ash wood is really hard and is used for tool and sports handles. It’s even been 
used since 1910 to make the frame for Morgan sports cars.

The fruit of the Bramble is the blackberry. When birds and animals eat the berries, 
the seeds pass through their digestive system and come out the other end in their 
poo. That way they can grow into new plants.

Folklore says that blackberries should not be picked after Michaelmas Day (29 
September), as the Devil has spat on them. The story goes that the angel St Michael 
kicked the Devil out of Heaven on this day and the Devil landed on a bramble bush. 
He was so annoyed that he decided no one else should eat them so he spat on the 
blackberries.

Elder trees produce big white plate like flowers in early summer which turn to dark 
purple berries in autumn. Both, if cooked, can give us delicious cordials.

It is thought the name elder comes from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘auld’, meaning fire, 
because the hollow stems were used as to blow air into the centre of a fire to light it. 
You can also use the hollow stems to make whistles, blow pipes and wooden 
jewellery beads.

There are over 400 species of  willow. Some of the most common varieties are pussy, 
weeping, white and grey willow and they have different shaped leaves and grow to 
different shapes. All of willows have the abilitiy to reproduce from broken sticks and 
leaves by sending roots into the soil. 
  
Willow is incredibly bendy and strong. This means it can be woven into all sorts of 
things – baskets, furniture, boats and ladders.  Willow bark was used as a treatment for 
aches and pains  -  it’s now known to contains the same chemical we call aspirin.

Willow

Holly
Holly is an evergreen tree, this means it stays green all year round and makes a 
useful place for animals and birds to shelter in winter.

Staying green all year has helped holly to symbolise immortality and the life spirit. 
Traditionally people have brought it into their homes at the darkest time of the 
year, Christmas, to represent light and new life in the darkness of the winter 
months.

Ash
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Bramble


